Phytoplankton community responding to a changing environment; case
study: southern Adriatic
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- The southern Adriatic is the transition area where

complex water exchange between the

Mediterranean Sea and the Adriatic Sea is taking

place, with pronounced decadal variability of

physical and biogeochemical properties (Fig. 1, 2).

The area is oligotrophic, with low terrestrial
nutrient inputs, characterized by complex
physical dynamics leading to deep-water
convection during winter, which in turn enhances

thermohaline circulation and advection of waters
through the Otranto Strait (Fig. 2).
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